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Signagi Region

The city of Signagi is located in Kakheti’s
region of Kiziki. Early historic documents call it
Kambechovani. The sources describe the place
“land without the lord” only subordinate to the
king.

The region became more advanced during the
realm of Erekle Il (1744-1789), the king of Kartl-
Kakheti. In 1762 He renovated the 2,5 km long
stone Wall of Signagi with 23 towers and five
arched gates. Each tower and gate was given
a name of Kakhatian villages (Magaro, Shilda,
Mirzaani, Bodbe, Vakiri e.a.). During invasions, the
castle would harbor residents and cattle from the
neighboring villages. In war times every village
would stand for its tower.

With the collapse of the Kartl-Kakheti kingdom, in
1802 Signagi became center of the administrative
district in the Russian empire with a strategic
importance because it bordered with Char-
Belakan and Dagestan. By the decision of the
Governor General of the Caucasus, 44th regiment
of the Russian Imperial Army was deployed to
the district with a task to provide security for the
entire region.

In mid 19th c. town life style prevails in Signagi
with salon gatherings for the elite tea drinking and
intellectual discussions.

By the end of 19th c. a traveling theatre troupe was
set up in Signagi. Musician trios playing Georgian
and oriental instruments were a popular attraction.
Several musical salons were created. Eventually
Signagi became a cultural and trade center of the
region.
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Signagi Museum

Signagi is one of the liveliest tourist centers of
Georgia marked with charismatic architecture,
attractive geographic location and indigenous
ethnography.

Historic chronicles first mention Signagi in the
second half of the 18th c.In 1802, after abolishment
of the Kartl-Kakheti kingdom, Signagi became the
center of the regional administrative unit created
by Russia. During the same period, Signagi reached
its prime in economic and cultural development.

The Museum in Signagi was founded in 1950. It
joined the Georgian National Museum in 2007.The
building is now completely renovated, security
systems installed, collections updated, and new
expositions organized.

Signagi Museum is the first in the history of
contemporary Georgia to meet the standards
of modern museography. The Museum houses
rich ethnographic, archaeological and medieval
collections. Niko Pirosmanashvili's magnificent
painting collection is a true asset to the Museum.
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Niko Pirosmani

Niko Pirosmanashvili (1862-1918) was born
to a peasant family in one of the regions of
Georgia - Kakheti, in the village of Mirzaani. Or-
phaned at an early age Nikala was adopted by
the rich family of Kalantarovs living in Kakheti.
Soon Kalantarovs moved to Tbilisi where Piro-
smani spent the rest of his life. He had never
received a professional education. Art was the
goal of his whole being, his life’s vocation. For
mere subsistence, he occasionally worked in
Thilisi “dukhans” (tavern), or at the rail station.
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He did attempt to set up a business, but to no
avail. The artist’s life was hard and tragic. He of-
ten made his living by drawing signboards and
paintings for dukhan, pub and workshop own-
ers in exchange for bread, wine and paint. The
artist was homeless and lonely. Whenever he
could afford it, he would rent a small room in
the basement or under the staircase. He would
often spend the night where he worked. Scarce
and randomly told stories portray the image of
a man with deep spirituality and original men-
tality. He was aware that he stood out from the
people of his world and that he possessed the
unique self-assertion of a creator. He did con-
sider himself an artist and his looks differed as
well: he dressed in a “European” style, he wore
suits or sometimes jackets and a wide-brimmed,
soft felt hat.

Pirosmani, as an artist, was first discovered
in 1912 by llya Zdanevich (llyazd), a poet and
an active representative of Georgian, Russian
and European avant-garde, his brother art-
ist Kiril Zdanevich, and the artist Michael Le
Dantiu. At the avant-garde exhibition “Mishen”
(Target) held in Moscow in 1913, llya Zdanev-
ich presented Pirosmani’s works to the public
for the first time and began promoting the art-
ist through different publications thereafter.
He also arranged an exhibition for Pirosmani
in his art studio in 1916. Interest towards Piro-
smani grew considerably. He was invited to
the meeting of “Georgian Artists’ Society” in

1916. Pirosmani’s photo and a reproduction of
his painting were published in the newspaper
“Tsnobis Purtseli” (“Messenger”). Pirosmani
was being recognized by Georgian artists and
the broad public. Shortly after, for some curi-
ous reason that still remains unsolved, the
same newspaper published the artist’s carica-
ture. This had a fatal impact on the artist’s life —
Pirosmani’s inner and physical state worsened.
From time to time, the admirers of his art paid
him visits to offer help. In 1916, young artists
Lado Gudiashvili, David Kakabadze, Mikhail
Chiaureli visited him. He was last seen by Lado
Gudiashvili in 1917. Pirosmani passed away
in loneliness and obscurity in 1918. Even the
location of his grave remains unknown. As it
usually is the case, after his death, the artist’s
works were collected and bought, references
about his life were sought, and publications
started to flood the newspapers. Pirosmani’s
name and his works were famed and appreci-
ated worldwide.

Signagi Museum features 15 paintings by
Niko Pirosmanashvili, the greatest Georgian
self-taught artist of the 19-20th c. Pirosmani
was born in Kakheti's village of Mirzaani,
therefore early period of his artistic career is
affiliated with Kakheti. His paintings do not fit
into the boundaries of any artistic trend. Piro-
smani’s works are of special importance both
for Georgian and the world art.
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Middle Ages

Medieval exposition features samples of the 4th-18th c. city life from the settlements of eastern Iberia
such as Beri, Rustavi, Khoranta, Nekresi, Khornabuiji, Gavazi, Areshi, Gremi, and Bazari. Special place at the
Medieval exposition is granted to archaeological finds from David Gareja monastic complex.

Archaeology

Archeology is a science studying the history of mankind through the monuments of material culture. The
first archaeological digs in Georgia are affiliated with the Caucasus Museum founded in 1852. Intensive
archaeological activities started in Kakheti in the 1960-ies. Majority of the unearthed items such as
household and cultic articles ranging in time from the Stone Age to the 1st c. BC, are now displayed at
the Signagi Museum.

Ethnography

Ethnography is a science exploring life and culture of ethnos. Georgia is a country of rich ethnographic
traditions. Ethnographic data describing customs and life of Kartvelian tribes is preserved in Assyrian,
Hittite and Urartian sources.

Signagi Museum features diverse ethnographic material: musical instruments, weapons, vestments and
items reflecting the lifestyle of this town.
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Tour consists of:

Visiting permanent or temporary exhibition at
the Georgian National Museum;

Bus trip;

Guide service;

Excursion to Signagi Historical-Ethnographical
Museum;

City tour;

Visiting Bodbe Nunnery;

Contact telephone: (+995 32) 99 80 22
E-mail: program@museum.ge

Educational Centre of Georgian National
Museum
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Ticket price:

Adults: 1.50 GEL

University and college students: 1.00 GEL
Schoolchildren groups (max. 15): 0.50 GEL

* Children under age six, groups of homeless children,

Georgian and international museum staff, people
with disabilities, professionals and students engaged
in museum activities (all with valid identification
documents) are admitted for free.
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BANK OF GEORGIA

In April 2008, with the joint effort of Bank of Georgia
and the National Museum of Georgia, the $1,000,000
designated for Bank of Georgia’s massive deposit raffle
were placed in Signagi Museum. The exhibit will be on
display till the end of December 2008. In May 2008,
Bank of Georgia, charity foundation lavnana and the
National Museum of Georgia started a joint project for
the visitors of Signagi Museum. The visitors can now
make a donation, starting from GEL 1 at the museum
and receive the orange bracelet- the symbol of the
lavnana foundation support.
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